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Dear Parents & Families,

It is with mixed emotions that | say
farewell to this wonderful school and parish
community after journeying together with you
for the past 12 years.

It has been a privilege to be the
Principal of this great school, to work with
some truly outstanding staff and students,
supported by wonderful parents and the most
incredible community. To think that our
school is now held in such renown and has
helped to reshape Catholic Education, and
education in general, is truly remarkable.

As educators, our rewards are simple.
We rejoice when we see our students learn,
when they make that connection that sparks
their enthusiasm and passion for learning.
This is what we strive for, and what | will miss.

Thank you for all the experiences and
memories that you have gifted to me, and for
the wonderful expressions of thanks and
good wishes that | have received from so
many on my retirement. | wish you, and your
family, all the very best for the future.

YEAR 6 GRADUATING CLASS

Congratulations to our Year 6
students who celebrated their Graduation
last Thursday night. It was great to have the
opportunity to gather and celebrate their
outstanding achievements. We thank our
graduating class of 2024 for being such great
role models for the younger students and for
the leadership they have displayed over
many years. We have our Year 6 Guard of
Honour Farewell from 2.50pm tomorrow.
Everyone is most welcome to join us.

END OF YEAR MASS

Our End of Year Mass will be held
tomorrow at 11.30am. Everyone is most
welcome to join us.

2025 CLASSES

Year 1 — Year 6 2025 students will
spend a session with their 2025 class
tomorrow. The students will spend about an
hour working with their new cohort and will
also bring home booking information for the
Beginning of Year Testing. Classes for the

2025 school year will commence for all
students on Friday January 31 as
Wednesday January 29 and Thursday
January 30 will be Testing Days for students
in Years 1 — 6.
P & F CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

The P & F Mega Christmas Raffle will
be drawn tomorrow. All tickets, sold or
unsold must be returned by 9.00am.
END OF YEAR DISMISSAL

The 2024 school year closes
tomorrow, Tuesday December 17, at
3.20pm. Holiday Care is available from
tomorrow, until Friday, for families.
THANK YOU!

| would especially like to take this
opportunity to thank all the staff for their
continued hard work and dedication in 2024.
It has been another exciting year with many
outstanding achievements across all areas of
the curriculum. Thank you also to all the
parents who have assisted through the
School Advisory Council and the Parents &
Friends Association. Your ongoing support
for the school has been exceptional and has
helped to the continual development of the
school and our activities. Last but by no
means least, thank you to all the parents who
have supported their child and the school
throughout the year. You have helped to
make OLW an amazing school!

On behalf of the Parish and the School
Staff of OLW, | would like to wish all families
a safe, happy and holy Christmas, and we
look forward to seeing you in the new year.

‘Mery, Christmas!
Kevin Burke

OLW SCHOOL CALENDAR
DECEMBER
TUE 17 Last Day for Students
Whole School Mass — 11.30am
Dismissal — 3.20pm

OLW Calendar



https://www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYNzWrC-rRpll11wQVfYA1Q/featured

Congratulations
to Kelly on
winning the
House Spirit

Shield for 2024!

Congratulations
to all our Class
PE Award
winners for
2024!




Parish of Our Lady of the Way
Kingsbury

Parish Priest: Fr John O'Connor

Kingsbury Presbytery: 13 Green Ave, Kingsbury. VIC. 3083

Phone: 0488 020 364

Email: Kingsbury@cam.org.au

Parish Website: http://www.olwkingsbury.org.au/

Our Parish Primary Schools and churches:

¢ Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury (Principal- Kevin Burke): 03 9460 6684
¢+ Holy Name East Preston (Principal —Caroline Galea): 03 9471 0883

¢+ Holy Name Preston East: 28 Rob St, Reservoir - 03 9471 0832
Baptisms and Marriages by appointment: Please ring 0488 020 364

Mass Times

WEEKEND
Saturday Evening:
6:00pm at Our Lady of the
Way
Sunday Morning:
9:00am at Our Lady of the
Way
Sunday Morning:
10:30am at Holy Name
East Preston
Sunday Afternoon:
4:00pm at Holy Name
East Preston
(Viethamese)

WEEKDAY
Our Lady of the Way:
Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 10:00am
Holy Name East
Preston:
Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday at 9:00am

Prayer Groups

Rosary

Before morning Masses:
Our Lady of the Way:
9:20am

Holy Name East Preston:
8.30am

Morning Exposition and
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament:
Our Lady of the Way:
Friday at 9:15am to 9:45
am before 10am Mass

Confession Times

Holy Name East
Preston:

Saturday after 9:00 am
mass

Our Lady of the Way:
Saturday 5:15-5:45pm
before 6pm Mass

Date: 14 and 15" of December- Third Sunday of Advent Year C

Entrance Antiphon: Philippians 4:4-5
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.

Advent Wreath Prayer: The Candle of Joy

Priest: The third week of Advent we remember the gift of Joy we have in Christ. We remember
the joy that Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would be born to her —
a child who would save and deliver all people. Joy is the gift we all receive from the
unconditional love Christ has for us.

Let us pray together — All: Loving God, we thank you for the joy you bring us. Help us prepare
our hearts for the Lord’s coming by helping us see that Christ came for every person we meet
wherever we go. We ask this in the name of the one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord.

Communion Antiphon: Cf Isaiah 35:4

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save
us.

¢ FAITH REFLECTION: ADVENT by Fr Frank O’Loughlin

The feast of Christmas came before Advent was established. The origins of the feast of
Christmas are associated with Pope Leo the Great (440-461). He used the symbolism of the
shortest day and the expansion of daylight from that day on, which we mentioned in last week’s
article. He actually complained that some Christians bowed to the sun as they came into Mass!
The first mention of Advent that we have can be dated at 480, but it was not until the late 500’s
that we find references to the weeks of Advent along the lines that we have them today.
Advent, as we celebrate it today, has two parts toit. It is based on the four Sundays which
precede Christmas and within that time, there is a first part which goes up {ill 16

December. The emphasis on this time is on the Old Testament texts which are pointing to ‘the
One who is to come’, and New Testament texts which show that Jesus is the fulfillment of these
expectations. In this time there tends to be an emphasis on the coming of the Messiah which
refers both to his coming in history and to his final coming. From 17 December we have the
second part of Advent which concentrates on the coming of the Lord among us in his earthly
life. So, in these nine days, we have all the passages of the gospels which concern that
coming. So, we hear about the events which lead up to Jesus’ coming; the birth of John the
Baptist, the annunciation of Jesus’ birth to Joseph (Matthew’s gospel) and the annunciation of
his birth to Mary and her the visitation to Elizabeth (Luke’s gospel). Old Testament passages in
which these events are foreshadowed accompany those gospel passages.

Advent is a beautiful season in which we are alerted to and invited to reflect on the coming of
the Lord in whatever way he comes: his coming in history which we celebrate in his birth, the
promised and mysterious coming in which he will be fully revealed and on the ways in which he
comes into our lives in the present. Advent is a time for ‘watching and waiting’. We watch for
the unexpected comings of the Lord into our lives. We must never forget that the way he came
2,000 years ago took everyone by surprise! They were not expecting him to be as he

was! They had to discover him and his ways which were not what they expected.

Advent is also a time of waiting. We keep praying during Advent that he will keep coming. Itis
not so much that we are praying for the coming of some event in the far future but rather we are
praying that he will keep coming among us and eventually complete that coming.

We need to be alert to his word’s capacity to come inside us. We need to be present and open
to his Eucharistic coming in every Mass: we pray “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord’. We need to be alert to people and events in our lives in which he can come to us, make
his presence felt. Our constant Advent prayer is Come, Lord Jesus.

At Our Lady of the Way, Kingsbury Parish we hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young
people as a central and fundamental responsibility of our parish.



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PARISH SUGGESTIONS

Would you like to serve as a Special Minster, a Reader, Alter Do you see a need in the community?
Server, or a be a part of the Welcome Party? Do you have Thank you for your on-going suggestions and comments. We value
musical talent or would like to be part of cleaning roster? your voice and feedback. If parishioners have any suggestions for,
Please let Fr John know. please place in suggestions box in foyer.

Next PLT meeting: 18t" December

¢ PRAYERS FOR THE COMMUNITY

Recent Deceased: We pray for all who died recently especially: Angela di Miele, Giovanni Plantamura (Melissa’s father)
Anniversary: We pray for all anniversaries about this time especially: Reynolds Fenandez

+ ADVENTYEARC

Christmas Masses and Volunteers

Please join us in celebrating the joy of Christmas at our Masses on December 24t and 25th. Come and experience the peace
and hope of the season-We look forward to celebrating with you.

There will be light refreshments after Christmas Vigil mass on the 24th- please feel free to bring a plate to share.

If you would like to volunteer as Reader or Special Minister, please place your name on the list in the foyer.

Tuesday 24t December: Christmas Eve

o 5:30pm: Carols at Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury

» 6:00pm Vigil Mass- Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury. With light refreshments after mass - Please join usl!

o 8:00pm Vigil Mass- Holy Name East Preston
Wednesday 25" December: The Nativity of the Lord

e 9:00am - Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury

¢ 10.30am - Holy Name East Preston
¢ PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
Special Collection- Thank you
A heartfelt thank-you to our parishioners, for your generous donation of $545 towards Father Thinh, Bishop Elect’s ordination.
Your support is deeply appreciated, and your contributions reflect the generosity and faith of this community here in Kingsbury.
Christmas Raffle
There are 3 great prizes to be one. Raffle tickets are available for $1 each in the foyer. Tickets will be drawn on the 21%t
Saturday of December after 6pm Mass. We thank Glenda Tombs for preparing the prizes and raffle.
Piety Story and Christmas Products
The Piety Store, located in the foyer cabinet near the fridge, has been restocked with Christmas gifts and items. If parishioner
is looking for a particular item to purchase, please let any PLT member know and we will try to procure. 2025 Columban
Calendars ($10) and Advents books ($5) are also available in the foyer.
¢ CHARITY DRIVE
Vinnies Christmas Tree and Donation Envelopes: Our Christmas St Vincent De Paul giving tree is up in the foyer. During
this season, if you would like to donate goods, vouchers and gifts, to support the families in need in our community and share
in the spirit of the season, please place it under the tree. Envelopes available in foyer of the church for anyone wishing to
contribute to St Vincent de Paul to help those in need this Christmas.
¢ ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Pope asks the faithful to pray for God’s gift of hope
‘Day by day, let us fill our lives with the gift of hope that God gives us, and through us, let us allow it to reach everyone who is
looking for it,” the Pope said explaining the intention he would like Catholics to pray for during the month of December.
‘Christian hope is a gift from God that fills our lives with joy. And today, we need it a lot. It is easy to get discouraged when you
don't know if you'll be able to feed your children tomorrow or if what you're studying will allow you to get a good job. Hope is an
anchor that you cast over with a rope to be moored on the shore,’ the Pope said, and people of faith must hold on to that rope
tightly. As Catholics prepare for the opening of the Holy Year 2025 on Christmas Eve, he asked them to ‘pray that this
upcoming Jubilee strengthen us in our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us
into pilgrims of Christian hope.’
¢ ROSTER:
New 2025 Rosters
Rosters for 2025 are now available- please pick up a copy in the foyer. Any changes or concerns please let PLT know.
Eucharistic Ministers:

14th Dec: 6pm- G Tombs & Special Minister 15t Dec: 9am — Di Austin & J Vandenberg
218t Dec: 6pm — K Zanini $ Special Minister 22nd Dec: 9am — G Dowling & A Crupi
Readers:

14t Dec: 6pm — Gabriel Becker 15t Dec: 9am — Martina Dowling

21%t Dec: 6pm — Helen Mills 22" Dec: 9am — Angelina Crupi

Cleaning: 22™ Dec: Jason C and Joseph G
CHURCH OFFERINGS: WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION?

1st Collection Thanks-giving offering: for the support of our parish, its welfare and maintenance. (Taken up after the homily).
Name: Kingsbury Parish Church
BSB: 083 347 A/C: 68643 0901
2nd Collection- Presbytery offering for the support of our Parish Priest, the Archbishop, the sick and retired priests and priests in less
fortunate areas of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. (Taken up after the prayers of the faithful).
Name: Our Lady of the Way Parish Presbytery
BSB: 083 347 A/C: 66765 5224




"Living Word

Third Sunday of Advent, Year C

First Reading Zep 3:14-18

With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,

Israel, shout aloud!

Rejoice, exult with all your heart,

daughter of Jerusalem!

The Lord has repealed your sentence;

he has driven your enemies away.

The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your
midst;

you have no more evil to fear.

When that day comes, word will come to
Jerusalem:

Zion, have no fear,

do not let your hands fall limp.

The Lord your God is in your midst,

a victorious warrior.

He will exult witha joy over you,

he will renew you by his love;

he will dance with shouts of joy for you

as on a day of festival.

Responsorial Psalm
Is 12:2-6 R. v.6

(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and
Holy One of Israel.

1. Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. (R.)

2. Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to
his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the
peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)

3. Singa psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One
of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading Pnhil 4:4-7
The Lord is near.
| want you to be happy, always happy in

the Lord; | repeat, what | want is your
happiness. Let your tolerance be evident

to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is
no need to worry; but if there is anything
you need, pray for it, asking God for it with
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of
God, which is so much greater than we can
understand, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News
to the poor.

Alleluia!

Gospel Lk3:10-18

What, then, must we do?

When all the people asked John, ‘What
must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has
two tunics he must share with the man
who has none, and the one with something
to eat must do the same.’ There were tax
collectors too who came for baptism, and
these said to him, ‘Master, what must we
do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than
your rate.” Some soldiers asked him in
their turn, ‘What about us? What must we
do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! No
extortion! Be content with your pay!’

A feeling of expectancy had grown among
the people, who were beginning to think
that John might be the Christ, so John
declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with
water, but someone is coming, someone
who is more powerful than | am, and | am
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into
his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire
that will never go out.” As well as this, there
were many other things he said to exhort
the people and to announce the Good News
to them.

lass ©1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy In¢
All rights reserved. The psalm texts, from The Psalms, A New Translation,
©1963 by The Grail, England and used by permission of the publishers.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the lerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
@ 2017 Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
All use must be In accordance with your userlicensing agreement.

Thcﬁlsalm responses are from the English Translation of the Lecllonavg for
the Inc.(ICEL).
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Reflection by Greg Sunter

Is it any wonder that there was a
growing sense among the people that
John might be the Christ? His teaching
in the first part of this week’s gospel
might just as easily have come from the
mouth of Jesus. It demonstrates for us
just how much John was preparing the
way for Jesus: even his teaching was in
line with what Jesus would later say. In
this instance, the people gathered
around John (presumably having been
baptised by him) are asking how they
should live out their new-found
conversion of heart. John’s response to
the three groups is about the need for
generosity and justice. It is about not
taking more than your share when
someone else does not have sufficient.
To the crowd of people, he instructs
them to give away a second tunic to
someone who doesn’t have one at all
and to share their food with those who
are hungry. To the tax collectors, he
cautioned them to collect no more than
what they were supposed to. Tax
collectors made their profit by
overcharging taxpayers. Together with
the fact that they worked for the Roman
occupiers, this made tax collectors one
of the most despised groups in society.
John’s caution to them is to be just in
their dealings. He also cautions the
soldiers against intimidation and
extorting money from the people to
supplement their pay. The themes of
justice and hospitality that will echo
throughout the gospel of Luke are
clearly evident in this episode with
John. When the people start to talk
about him being the Christ, John is
quick to point them to the one who is
still to come; the one who will share
with them more fully the love of God
and the fire of the Holy Spirit.



He studied canon law at Louvain, but later came

St Peter Canisius was born in Holland in 1521.

tothe conclusion that a legal career and marriage,
as arranged by his father, were not to his liking.
He joined the Jesuits and spent his time in prayer, study,
teaching and care of the sick. St Peter was a prominent
preacher and he attended the Council of Trent, then
later taught at the first Jesuit school at Messina.
He was later called to Rome to work with St Ignatius;
the founder of the Jesuit order. Afier posts as rector
and vice-chancellor of the University of Ingoldstandt,
he was sent to Vienna, which was in need of reform.
In 1555, his famous Catechism was published and
eventually translated into 15 languages during
his lifetime. Considered one of the most influential
theologians and writers of his time, St Peter Canisius
was declared a Doctor of the Church in 1925.

Archdiocese News

Pope calls 21 new cardinals,
including Melbourne’s Cardinal
Mykola Bychok, to build church
unity.

Becoming a cardinal is an insistent call to
put Jesus at the center of one’s life, to
love the poor as he did and to strengthen
the bonds of unity within the Catholic
Church, Pope Francis said as he created
21 new cardinals from 17 nations.
Among them was Cardinal Mykola Bychok
of the Ukrainian Eparchy of Sts Peter and
Paul in Melbourne, who at 44 becomes
the youngest serving cardinal and
Australia’s highest ranking Catholic.

‘To walk in the path of Jesus means, in
the end, to be builders of communion
and unity,’ the Pope told the new
cardinals during an afternoon consistory
on 7 December in St Peter's Basilica.
Drawing on the Gospel reading, Pope
Francis warned that the ambition for
earthly glory can infect the followers of
Jesus today, saying , ‘Our hearts can go
astray, allowing us to be dazzled by the
allure of prestige, the seduction of power,
by an overly human zeal for the Lord.

That is why we need to look within, to
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stand before God in humility and before
ourselves in sincerity, and ask, Where is
my heart going? Where is it directed?’

On the cross Jesus fulfilled his saving
mission, the Pope said, and he tore
down ‘the dividing wall of hostility’ so
that ‘all might see themselves as
children of the same Father and as
brothers and sisters of one another. ‘For
this reason, the Lord is looking to you,
who come from different backgrounds
and cultures, and represent the
catholicity of the Church,” the Pope told
them. ‘He is calling you to be witnesses
of fraternity, artisans of communion and
builders of unity.’

Each cardinal received a scarlet biretta,
symbolising their readiness to defend
the Christian faith with courage, even to
the point of martyrdom. They also
received a cardinal’s ring, signifying their
love for the Church. Echoing the practice
centuries ago, when the clergy of Rome
elected the Bishop of Rome, each of the
new cardinals was assigned a ‘titular’
church in the city, making them
members of the diocese’s clergy. Bishop
Mykola received the Basilica of Santa
Sofia, which will now be his seat
Rome. Pope Francis asked the cardinals
to wear the cardinals’ red as a reminder
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of their call to ‘be fearless witnesses to
Christ and his Gospel in the city of Rome
and in faraway regions.’

In his homily, the Pope told the new
cardinals that the Lord was calling them
to be ‘a radiant sign in the midst of a
society obsessed with appearances and
power’ by not arguing over who is the
greatest or who is right most often. ‘Love
one another with fraternal love and be
servants to one another, servants of the
Gospel,” Pope Francis told them.

A cardinal for Ukraine and Australia

Speaking the next day after Mass at St
Peter's Basilica for the feast of the
Immaculate Conception, Bishop Greg
Bennet said it had ‘been an absolute
pleasure’ to represent the ACBC at the
consistory in support of Bishop Bychok.
‘We ask the Lord’s blessing upon him,
[and] for all those who have travelled to
Rome,’ he said. ‘And we look forward to
his return to Australia as he continues his
ministry among the Ukrainian Catholic
community of Australia and New Zealand
and, of course, among us, representing
our many interests here in Rome.

To read the full article visit:
https://melbournecatholic.org/news/
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ADVENT PENITENTIAL RITE

Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury
Tuesday 10th December- 6:00pm

TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS EVE
‘Christmas Carols’ at Kingsbury- 5:30pm

Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury- 6:00pm
Light Refreshments after Vigil

Holy Name East Preston - 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY 25TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Our Lady of the Way Kingsbury- 9:00am
Holy Name East Preston - 10:30am




Term 4| Week 9 at..

®, KINGSBURY ®,

THEIRCARE

WEEK 9 - “TALENT SHOW'

Our long awaited Talent Show is finally upon us! We are SO excited to hold our Talent Show this Friday the 6th of

December and see the amazing Talents of our children!

This week was all about preparing for our talent show, and making fun things to use in the performance! We had

S0 many creative minds at work, so many practices and rehearsing stations and lots of applause and

encouagement!

ACTIVITIES

Our talented children began this week making some
incredible advertisement posters for our upcoming talent
show, creating bold, bright, colourful and exciting posters to
grab the attention of the eye and draw people to the
information of the show! We have them on display in our
room, come and take a look!

Badminton was a great highlight this week, although it has
been a reoccurring activity within the service due to it's
popularity, it always brings something different to the table
in terms of skills, sportsmanship and determination, as so
many of the children give it a go and try something new!
We also made mini paper chain people to replicate the
people in our performances, so many children drew
themselves and their friends in costumes and colourful
clothing, it was awesome!

We had a ‘dress rehearsal of the talent show as well, but it
turned into a fun, crazy dress up party! We all had so much
fun making fun costume designs and dancing around in
our new clothes!

NO HAT NO PLAY
Now that it is Term 4, NO HAT NO PLAY, everyone
must be wearing a hat at OSHC. We provide
sunscreen for all children, but please ensure a hat is

brought along in their bags!




PARADE COLLEGE

OPEN DAY

Sunday 23rd February
9.30am-1.30pm

WWW.PARADE.VIC.EDU.AU
1436 PLENTY ROAD, BUNDOORA
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Red Door Cafe Lunch Orders-1.png

Red Door Cafe
Lunch orders

Tuesday,Wednesday & Friday

Order Before 11am

Red Dear. Ph: 9078 9725
cafe
Toasties $7 Hot Food
5 Nuggets & Chips $9.50
Cheese Pizza M ita¥ $6.50
Cheese & Yam Ll ¢ w::: Kk
Cheese & Tomato Posqggef; ' 9.90
Cheese, Ham & Tomato Enbzoslagnese S
1/2 SausageRoll $6.00
Whole SausageRoll $10.90
Chips $6.00
Wraps
Chicken schnitzel $9.90

tChicken,Lettuce & Mayo}

Ham $7.90

tHam, Cheese,| ettuce & Tomato}
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