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Dear Parents,

Everyone has now settled into a good daily
school routine  - from our superstar Preps all the
way up to our school leaders who are stepping
up into their roles and striving to achieve new
goals. 

Please remember that our School Assembly commences at 3pm each
Monday and everyone is welcome to attend!

ICY POLES
Icy poles (Zooper Doopers) will now be sold during lunchtime each
TUESDAY and THURSDAY for Term 1. The cost of an icy pole is 50
cents.

ASH WEDNESDAY
This Wednesday 18th February is Ash Wednesday, the first day of
Lent. The Season of Lent is the 40 days prior to Easter (Sundays are
not included in the count) and is a time of preparation for the
resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.

Ash Wednesday is the day for us to take stock of our lives and we are
encouraged to attend Mass in order to mark the beginning of the
Lenten season. As Lent begins, we should set out specific goals we
would like to reach before Easter and decide how we will pursue
them, for instance receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
 
To celebrate the beginning of Lent all students from Year 1 to Year 6
will attend Mass on Ash Wednesday at 9 am. All parents and family
members are warmly invited to attend this special celebration.
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Word of the FortnightWord/Phrase of the FortnightDuring the liturgy, the ashes, which give Ash Wednesday its name, will be
distributed. The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday
celebration of the previous year. While the ashes symbolise penance and
contrition, they are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who
call on Him with repentant hearts.

The distribution of ashes is a tangible reminder of our own need to focus on being
better people. Through acts of penance comes a change of heart – a coming back
to God.

OPEN EVENING & ENROLMENTS - 2027
OLW is holding an Open Evening and Guided Tours for prospective families on Wednesday 18th March
from 4 pm - 6 pm. Our School Captains will be hosting the tours of the school whilst our staff will be
available in their learning spaces. 

Information will be distributed to the local Kinders over the next week, but please feel free to let other
people know about the evening. 

Parents please note: We have a limit of 25 places so if your child is in 4 year old kinder please complete
and return an Enrolment Form as soon as possible.  If you have other children enrolled at the school you
will still need to complete an enrolment form for an new siblings.

PARENTS & FRIENDS MEETING
Our first Parents and Friends “Meet & Greet” session will be held on Tuesday, 24  February at 2.30 pm in
the hall.  Please come along and meet some of our exisiting families and find out how you can support the
students of OLW.  Please see the attached flyer for further information - everyone is most welcome to
attend! 

th

CONTACT & EMERGENCY DETAILS
If there is a change of address, mobile number, home, work phone number or email please notify the
school office so that our records can be updated. 

SCHOOL FEES & CSEF
Families will be issued fee statements this week. If you would like to set up a payment plan or pay your fees
please contact the school office in person or via email - accounts@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au. Parents
who hold a current Health Care Card are eligible to apply for CSEF support. Please contact the school
office for an application form. Please note that closure dates apply.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
School Photos will be on Thursday 12th March. Children will be required to wear their full Summer School
Uniform on the day. More information regarding photo day is elsewhere in this newsletter.

AFTERSCHOOL SPORTS
Afterschool Sports will commence this Wednesday, 18th February.  Sessions will run from 3.30 - 4.45 pm.
This Term’s sport for students in Years 1 - 6 will be Touch Footy.  Thank you to those who have returned
their form. There are still spaces available if students are interested.
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OLW SCHOOL APP - COMPASS
Compass is our main parent portal and communication tool.

This portal allows you to:
1.Access your child’s school reports.
2.View up to date class attendance information.
3.Enter upcoming absences for your child and record late arrival/early dismissal notes.
4.Access information and news about upcoming events happening around the school.
5.Provide digital consent for school excursions.

Parents and carers can download the Compass App from the App Store for iPhones or Google Play for
Android users. App users will be able to receive push notification alerts.
If you experience any difficulties logging in or using Compass, please contact the School Office.

You can find the Parents & Families Guide here: https://www.compass.education/guide/#What-is-Compass.

MEDICATION REGISTER
All schools are required by law to have a medication register. When your child requires medication, we
require a parent / guardian to fill out a form confirming what medication your child requires and when the
medication is required. Medication must be in its original packaging and the dosage must be specified on
the packet and confirmed by the parent in writing.  All medication must be kept at the School Office.
As a general rule, if your child requires medication for an illness, they may not be not be well enough to
attend school.

COMPASS FIRST AID NOTIFICATIONS
Last Monday, OLW transitioned to online notifications for parents when their child attends first aid. Thank
you to all for your support through this new transition. Any change in process can take a little time to
settle, and we truly appreciate your support as we work through this together.

Our goal is to improve communication and ensure information is delivered in a clear and timely way for all
families. Thank you for your ongoing support, flexibility and partnership, it is greatly valued and makes a
positive difference for our school community.

BE SUNSMART – WEAR A HAT!
The School Hat must be worn during Term 1 and in Term 4. Children who do not have a school hat are
required to sit under the veranda or on the deck at Recess and Lunchtime. (i.e. No Hat, No Play) Students
are also encouraged to wear sunscreen and may reapply it themselves during the day. Please note - school
staff are unable to apply sunscreen.

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE - TheirCare
If your child is attending the Before and/or After School Care Program, 
please notify the school office as soon as possible. We also keep a list of 
students who attend the Program, showing on what days of the week they attend. This reduces confusion
and enables us to know where each child is after school. 

 

https://www.compass.education/guide/?utm_source=chatgpt.com#What-is-Compass
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Word of the FortnightWord/Phrase of the Fortnight2026 SACRAMENTAL DATES
 Our Sacramental Dates for 2026 have been set together with Fr John.
 

Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6): Sunday, 17th May at 1 pm (Holy Name Church, Reservoir).

Sacrament of First Eucharist (Year 3): Sunday, 2nd August at 1 pm (OLW Church)

First Reconciliation (Year 2): Tuesday, 27th October at 2 pm (OLW Church)
 
Families are also most welcome to join us at the following mass:
 
Ash Wednesday Mass: Wednesday, 18th February at 9 am.

COMMUNICATION
If you wish to communicate with either myself or your child’s teacher you may request a time by either:
· Talking to either myself, a member of the Leadership Team or your child’s teacher before or after school.
· Leaving a message at the school office.
· Sending an email to principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

FAREWELL MRS THOMSON
Mrs Thomson has now taken leave to prepare for the birth of her first child.
Her dedication, patience, and care have meant so much to everyone, and she will truly be missed. 
At the same time, we’re so excited for both her and Jason as they prepare to welcome their little one into
the world. We hope this next chapter is filled with joy, good health, and many precious moments.
We look forward to meeting little Baby Thomson very soon!
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS
Thank you to those who have already registered / re-registered for either Keyboard or Guitar lessons -
lessons have already commenced.  Both Cenzina (Keyboard Teacher) who is in each Tuesday and Giacomo
(Guitar Teacher) who is in each Monday, welcome new students at any time throughout the year - please
email me if you wish to have your child partake in either Keyboard or Guitar lessons.  We have included a
flyer from Giacomo in this newsletter.  Prep parents please note - we invite Preps to join the program from
Term 3.

YEAR 3/4 & 5/6 EXCURSIONS
Last week a Compass permission form was sent out to our 3 /4 and 5/6 families seeking permission for
their child/ren upcoming excursions. Both year levels are heading to a museum: Melbourne Museum (3/4)
and Immigration Museum (5/6) on Tuesday 3rd March. Students will be required to wear their full summer
school uniform and bring a small backpack with their recess, lunch, water bottle and school hat.

SRC & F.I.R.E. CARRIERS
The Year 3-6 students have opportunities to apply and become a part of the Student Representative
Council (SRC) and Year 5's have the opportunity to apply for the Friends Igniting Reconciliation Through
Education (F.I.R.E. Carrier) leadership role. Student's who are interested have received applications from
Ms H. Applications are due tomorrow (Tuesday 17th February). The SRC students will prepare a speech for
their class and their classmates will vote for their 2 representatives. Successful SRC and F.I.R.E. Carrier
applicants will be announced at an assembly. Families will be notified as to which assembly this will be.

Have a fantastic fortnight!

Grace Lucic
PRINCIPAL

NO FOOD SHARING / BIRTHDAY TREATS
In order to minimise risk in the school in relation to food and allergies, I ask that parents refrain from
sending in any nut-based products.  I also ask that parents do not send along cakes, lolly bags or any other
food treat on special celebration days. I suggest stickers, pencils, stamps or novelty items such as silly
straws. Whilst this may seem unfortunate, I ask for your support with this. It is in the best interest of our
children.

PREP TESTING
Our Prep testing started last Wednesday. We have 3 more Wednesday sessions to go. 

YEAR 3-6 ATHLETIC TRIALS
Last Friday, all Year 3-6 students trialed for the District Athletics team in a variety of Track and Field
Events. Thank you to Mrs Van Ballegooy and the Year 3-6 Staff for their organisation and running of the
events. Students will find out soon if they have been successful. Those who do make the team are asked to
wear their Sports Uniform on Fridays for training with Mrs Van Ballegooy.
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Word of the Fortnight

PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT

Congratulations to all of
those who learnt that,
‘salutation’ means: ‘ a
guesture or greeting to
acknowledge someone's
presence’

Find out its meaning and see if you can add
this to your vocabulary over the next fortnight!

THIS FORTNIGHT

Our phrase for this
fortnight is 'turn over a
new leaf'.

‘Turn over a
new leaf’

Word/Phrase of the Fortnight

Salutation
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Word of the
Fortnight

Faith Leaders News

What’s happening in 5/6

The 5/6's have started their
Inquiry topic on
Immigration and Migration.
We are building our
knowledge before our
excursion in a few weeks.

In Maths we are focusing on
data and both classes have
started their Novel study of
either ‘River Boy’ or 'War
Horse'.  

What's happening in Prep

Last week, the Preps created
really cute Valentine's Day
cards for their families using
paint and their hand prints.

They have been learning and
practising their rhyming
words and writing numbers
in maths.

What's happening in 1/2

The 1/2's have been learning

about number lines and how

to use them for estimating

and counting forwards and

backwards. The have been

working on number bonds

and making them automatic.

What's happening in 3/4

The 3/4's have started
reading their Term 1 text for
novel study; ‘Matilda’ by
Roald Dahl.

In Maths they are looking at
6-digit numbers, how to
read, write, represent and
expand them into their
place values.

Natalie F Charlie D Remy C Vincent M

Why did the teacher clean the
windows before class started?

Because they wanted their lesson to be
very clear!

Charlie's joke of the fortnight

Ash Wednesday Mass on
Wednesday 18  February
at 9 am. All are welcome

to join our 

th

Year 1-6 students!



Student Wellbeing

Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

(03) 9460 6684 
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Student Wellbeing



Student Wellbeing

Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

(03) 9460 6684 
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Student Wellbeing



Student Wellbeing

Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

(03) 9460 6684 
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

GEM+EL Chats
GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage
students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity
to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be
facilitated by any staff member or parent.

This week's GEM chat focus is on 
Gratitude

Parent Carer Hub Access

As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and
application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude,
Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent
Carer Hub.

The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It
includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and
Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it
offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing. 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/

Student Wellbeing
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Student Wellbeing

                   We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!          
Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email

                                                              
and we can share it in the next newsletter!

(principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au) 
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The Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 requirements that organisations must follow to create a culture and
environment that is safe for children. These standards aim to prevent, respond to, and report child abuse by
requiring organisations to implement policies, procedures, and practices that put children’s safety and well-being
first. They were developed in response to inquiries and recommendations from Royal Commissions and aim to drive
cultural change within organisations that provide services or facilities for children.  The staff of OLW will be
revisiting the standards (one each month).  We will continue to share the standards with our OLW families. 

Child Safe Standards - 11 Months 11 Standards
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FEBRUARY & MARCH

Date Week 4

Monday 16/2 3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 17/2 Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday 18/2

Ash Wednesday (Whole School Mass at 9 am : Year 1-6's)
Parents/Grandparents are most welcome to join us.
No Preps today (rest day)- Testing Day 2
Afterschool Sports Session 1 of 5 (3.30 - 4.45 pm)

Friday 20/2 Year 5/6 Class Mass (10 am)

Date Week 5

Monday 23/2 3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 24/2
Parents and Friends Meeting (2:30 pm) in the Hall - all are warmly
welcome to attend.

Wednesday 25/2 No Preps today (rest day) Testing Day 3

Friday 27/2 Year 1/2 Class Mass (10 am)  

Date Week 6

Monday 2/3 3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 3/3
Year 3/4 Melbourne Museum Excursion
Year 5/6 Immigration Museum Excurison

Wednesday 4/3
No Preps today (rest day) Test Day 4 (final)
After school Sports Session 2 of 5 (3.30 - 4.45 pm)
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Email: kingsbury@theircare.com.au PH: 0417 333 851

KINGSBURY THEIRCARE
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