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Dear Parents,

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
MEETING
Thanks to everyone who attended the meeting 
last Tuesday afternoon (and for battling the crazy weather to do so!) It
was great to see a mix of new and familiar faces.  Our major activity for
this Term will be our Easter Raffle for which we are currently seeking
donations from families and local businesses.  Please see the attached
flyer for details.  Raffle tickets will be going home shortly.

CLASS MASSES
Each Term, our students will attend mass as a level group.  Last Friday,
our Year 1/2 students attended morning mass together with Fr John,
teachers, parents and parishioners.  Both Fr John and the parishioners
commented on how beautiful and reverent the students were during
mass and enjoyed their responses and discussion with Fr John during
the Homily.  Please keep an eye on the Calendar for future mass dates.

NAPLAN - YEARS 3 & 5
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment that students
in Years 3 & 5 sit each year.  NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy
skills that students are learning through their regular school
curriculum.  Students sit assessments in Writing, Reading, Conventions
of Language (spelling, grammar & punctuation) and Numeracy.

This year, the NAPLAN assessment period will take place in Term 1
between 11th - 23rd March.  Teachers will prepare students during
class time to help them feel confident and relaxed during this time.  
An information sheet was sent home to Year 3 & 5 families last week.
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LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MONDAY 9TH MARCH
Just a reminder that next Monday, 9th March is a public holiday for Labour Day.  The school will be closed
on this day.

OPEN EVENING & ENROLMENTS - 2027
OLW is holding an Open Evening and Guided Tours for prospective families on Wednesday 18th March
from 4 pm - 6 pm. Our School Captains will be hosting the tours of the school whilst our staff will be
available in their learning spaces. 

Information will be distributed to the local Kinders over the next week, but please feel free to let other
people know about the evening. 

Parents please note: We have a limit of 25 places so if your child is in 4 year old kinder please complete
and return an Enrolment Form as soon as possible.  If you have other children enrolled at the school you
will still need to complete an enrolment form for any new siblings.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
School Photos will be on Thursday 12th March. Children will be required to wear their full Summer School
Uniform on the day. More information regarding photo day is elsewhere in this newsletter.

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS - MONDAY 30TH MARCH
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews for all students in Years Prep - 6 are scheduled for Term 1 - Monday,
30th March.  This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to meet their child‘s teacher and gain insights
about the learning in each particular year level.  We urge parents to come along with their child/ren to
these sessions that will take place in your child’s classroom and be hosted by your child’s teacher.

Bookings will open this evening at 7pm.  Bookings can be made via www.schoolinterviews.com.au using the
booking code fmhva. Instructions are elsewhere in the Newsletter.

PLEASE NOTE:  This will be a school closure day for all students.  TheirCare will be operating on this day if
parents wish to utilise this service.

SCHOOL FEES & CSEF
If you would like to set up a payment plan or pay your fees please contact the school office in person or
via email - accounts@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au. Parents who hold a current Health Care Card are
eligible to apply for CSEF support. Please contact the school office for an application form. Please note
that closure dates apply.

FORMS RETURNED
Parents were recently sent a copy of our Code of Conduct, our Wellbeing Policy and our Photo Permission
form.  If you could please return these as soon as possible it would be much appreciated.

DISTRICT ATHLETICS TEAM
Our team has now been selected from our Athletics Trials and training has commenced.  Mrs Van Ballegooy
will continue training each Friday up until the event on 25th March.
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Word of the FortnightWord/Phrase of the Fortnight2026 SACRAMENTAL DATES
Our Sacramental Dates for 2026 have been set together with Fr John.
 

Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6): Sunday, 17th May at 1 pm (Holy Name Church, Reservoir).

Sacrament of First Eucharist (Year 3): Sunday, 2nd August at 1 pm (OLW Church)

First Reconciliation (Year 2): Tuesday, 27th October at 2 pm (OLW Church)
 

YEAR 3/4 & 5/6 EXCURSIONS - TUESDAY 3RD MARCH
Tomorrow (Tuesday, 3rd March) our Year 3/4 students will head off to Melbourne Museum and our Year
5/6 students will be visiting the Immigration Museum. Students will be required to wear their full
summer school uniform and bring a small backpack with their recess, lunch, water bottle and school
hat.

YEAR 1 /2 EXCURSION - MONDAY 16TH MARCH
Last week a Compass notification was sent out to our Year 1/ 2 families seeking permission for their
child/ren to attend Bundoora Park's Heritage Village to build on their understanding of their Inquiry
unit ‘Now and Then'. Their excursion is set for Monday 16th March. Students will be required to wear
their sports uniform and bring a small backpack with their recess, lunch, water bottle and school hat.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2026
Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to
celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the
strength of the sector. This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick : Christ beside me:
Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. Catholic Education Week will run from Sunday 15th March to
Sunday 22nd March. 

10 of our Year 6 leaders will be attending the St Patrick's Day Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and
Concert, along with the other 300 MACS schools. The Creative Arts Exhibition will be held from Sunday
15th March to Saturday 21st March. I am very pleased and proud to announce that four OLW students
have had their 2025 artwork selected to be shown and a whole school piece has been entered and
selected too! We will share the names of our nominees and their incredible artwork in our next
newsletter.  A big thank you must go to Mrs H for supporting the students of OLW on their Art journey.

SCHOOL CAR PARK
Can I ask families to be extra vigilant when entering and exiting our car park. I have noticed quite a few
parents driving rather quickly through the car park.  Please slow down and keep your speed to 5km/h.  It
is for the safety and wellbeing of all members in our community.
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Leaders

3/4L SRC Leaders:
Arianna H & Ezra M

Fire Carriers: Sebastian S, Knox R, Toby N, Ava S, Sienna M
and Scarlett M (absent).

3/4BZ SRC Leaders:
Sailor C & Archer D

5/6MO SRC Leaders:
Kayla W & Demetri P

5/6T SRC Leaders:
Melicia B & Adam R



Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

(03) 9460 6684 
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Word of the FortnightWord/Phrase of the FortnightWord of the Fortnight

SCHOOL RULES
1.  I will follow directions.
2.  I will keep my hands, feet and objects to myself.
3.  I will listen to the speaker without interrupting.
4.  I will speak appropriately and use my manners.
5.  I will move safely.
6.  I will treat all property with care.

PLAYGROUND EXPECTATIONS
● I will play within the designated areas.
● I will remain on the deck if I have no hat. (Terms 1 & 4) 
● I will respect others and their rights to play freely.
● I will respect the property of others, e.g. other people’s things.
● I will return to class when the music begins.
●I will look after school sports equipment and return it to the classroom at the
end of break.

OLW School Rules

Here at OLW we have recently revised our School Rules and expectations.

Each classroom follows the same 6 rules to ensure consistency of practice and
understanding.

Rules are stated positively, taught explicitly and reiterated regularly. Posters are displayed in
each classroom throughout the school, reinforcing positive social and learning behaviours.

Some procedures that teachers may apply to promote positive behaviours include:
● Class awards, class points or other class incentive schemes
● Stickers, free time or a special activity
● Verbal praise or recognition
● Award at Assembly or a Nomination
● A note or phone call to parents

I have included a copy of our School Rules below.  

Have a fantastic fortnight!

Grace Lucic
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Living Lent at Home
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent — a sacred season in the Catholic Church that invites us into
prayer, fasting and almsgiving as we prepare our hearts for Easter.
Given the many challenges facing families today, now is the perfect time — and home is the perfect place —
to truly experience Lent. After all, home is where we rush and rest, where we hope and worry, where we
love and forgive. It is at home that we most often encounter the everyday grace of God. Lenten experiences
can take place in nearly every room of the house.
Here are some simple ideas to enrich your family’s celebration of Lent:

Lenten Family Mealtime
In addition to “Friday fish,” consider designating one evening each week to prepare a meal together. Assign
each family member a different dish or task. Before you begin, talk about how each person is giving to the
others — offering time, effort and care to nourish the whole family so you can go out and do God’s will.
Begin the meal with a prayer of thanksgiving and petition.

Family Kindness and Sharing
Write simple acts of kindness on slips of paper — for example: give someone a compliment, reconnect with
an old friend, help carry someone’s heavy load. As each family member leaves in the morning, invite them
to choose a slip and complete the act quietly, without seeking recognition. Later, share what happened and
pray together that your kindness may ripple outward throughout Lent and beyond.

Giving to Those in Need
Encourage each family member to select three to five high-quality, useful items that could bless someone
less fortunate. Donate these to a local charity or parish outreach. Take a moment to pray together for the
people who will receive them, asking God to bring hope and comfort into their lives.

You can find more activities you can do at home using the following links:
https://www.catholicicing.com/lenten-activities-for-children/ 
https://faithandfabricdesign.com/2014/03/activity-lent-promise-card-for-families.html 

Simple Lenten Prayer
Loving God,

As we begin this season of Lent,
 help our family to grow closer to You and to one another.

Teach us to pray with open hearts,
 to give generously to those in need,

 and to make small sacrifices with love.
When we are impatient, help us choose kindness.

 When we are busy, help us make time for You.
 When we fall short, remind us of Your mercy.

Bless our home during this holy season.
 May our words and actions reflect Your love each day.

We ask this through Jesus Christ,
 who walks with us always.

Amen.Lisa Micomonaco
Religious Education Leader

https://www.catholicicing.com/lenten-activities-for-children/
https://faithandfabricdesign.com/2014/03/activity-lent-promise-card-for-families.html
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Word of the Fortnight

PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT

Congratulations to all of
those who learnt that,
‘turn over a new leaf
means: ‘ making a fresh
start by making positive
choices.’

Find out its meaning and see if you can add
this to your vocabulary over the next fortnight!

THIS FORTNIGHT

Our word for this
fortnight is 'repentance'.

‘Turn over a
new leaf’

Word/Phrase of the Fortnight

repentance
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Word of the
Fortnight

Faith Leaders News

What’s happening in 5/6?

In Maths we are learning
about the Gold Rush and
what life was like at that
time. 

In Maths we’re learning lots
of different ways to
subtract.  

What's happening in Prep?

The Preps have been
practising counting to 10 in
maths. They have been
reading the book, “Grandpa
and Thomas”, been learning
how to chunk syllables and
naming people in their
familes! They have been
busy. 

What's happening in 1/2?

In the 1/2 classrooms the

children have been putting

hands on analogue clocks,

as well as practising some

addition and talking about

nouns and pronouns. They

are enjoying their, “Now and

Then,” inquiry lessons.     

What's happening in 3/4?

The children have been
using number lines in
Numeracy and exploring
John Batman in their,  
“Colony to Suburbia,”
inquiry unit. 

Natalie F Charlie D Remy CVincent M

Why did the M & M go to
school?

Because he wanted to be a
smartie!

Charlie's joke of the fortnight

Project Compassion

It was wonderful to see everyone in the whole school and parish
community at our Ash Wednesday Mass, as we begin the season of

Lent. 

The school is supporting Project Compassion this year and donations
help Caritas Australia work alongside vulnerable communities around

the world. 

The Year 1/2s attended their first class Mass of the year last week. 
-Hanaka B & Oceana G
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GEM+EL Chats
GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage
students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity
to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be
facilitated by any staff member or parent.

This week's GEM chat focus is on 
Empathy

Parent Carer Hub Access

As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and
application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude,
Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent
Carer Hub.

The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It
includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and
Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it
offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing. 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/

Student Wellbeing



Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

(03) 9460 6684 
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Student Wellbeing

                   We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!          
Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email

                                                              
and we can share it in the next newsletter!

(principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au) 
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MARCH

Date Week 6

Monday 2/3
3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)
2nd Hand Uniform Stall following Assembly

Tuesday 3/3
3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum
5/6 Excursion to Immigration Museum

Wednesday 4/3
No Preps today (rest day) Test Day 4 (final)
After school Sports Session 2 of 5 (3.30 - 4.45 pm)

Friday 6/3 Fr John visiting the 3/4 and 5/6 Classooms

Date Week 7

Monday 9/3 Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 11/3

Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN begins  
Year 3 & 5 Writing Assessment
Preps first Wednesday
After school Sports Session 3 of 5 (3.30 - 4.45 pm)

Thursday 12/3 School Photos- Full Summer Uniform

Friday 13/3
Prep & 5/6 Class Mass
Fr John visiting 1/2's & Preps classrooms
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MARCH

Date Week 8

Monday 16/3

Catholic Education Week
1/2 Excursion to Bundoora Park
Year 3 & 5 Reading Naplan Assessment
3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 17/3
St Patrick's Day- Students may wear a touch of green
Year 3 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment

Wednesday 18/3
Year 5 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment
OLW Open Evening for prospective parents (4 - 6 pm)

Thursday 19/3 Year 3 & 5 Numeracy NAPLAN Assessment

Friday 20/3 Year 6 Leaders to attend St Patrick's Day Catholic Education Week Mass
& Concert
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