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Dear Parents,

SCHOOL PHOTOS

Our students and staff had their school pohotos taken last Thursday, it
was lovely to see the children smiling enthusiastically in their very well-
presented uniforms.

Arthur Reed Photography will inform us when the photos are ready for
viewing.  When they are ready, you will be sent home a flyer with a
unique code to access your proofs.

EASTER LITURGY & RAFFLE
On Thursday, 2nd April at 12 pm we invite all families to join the staff
and students for an Easter Liturgy (to be held in the school hall).  It will
be a time to reflect on the significance of Holy Week, a very important
week in the Catholic Church.

Following our Liturgy, we will be drawing our Easter Raffle Winners.
Thank you to all of our families who have so generously donated prizes
for our hampers.

We will be calling on parent helpers to assist with the wrapping of
hampers on Friday, 27th March from 2 pm. Your help is greatly
appreciated!

Following the Liturgy and Raffle draw, our Term will conclude at 1 pm.
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BABY NEWS!!
Congratulations to Mrs Jessica Belvedere (Penzo), husband Anthony and big
sister Sienna on the safe arrival of little Leonardo (born on February 28). We

look forward to meeting the newest member of the OLW family!

We also congratulate Mrs Melanie
Thomson and husband Jason on the safe

and recent arrival of Finley Francis
Thomson (born on 13th March - Mel’s due

date!)  All are doing well.  Another
beautiful boy to welcome to our OLW

family.
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NEW SYNTHETIC GRASS
Thanks to our incredible fundraising efforts in 2025 and a generous donation, we have recently added new
synthetic grass to our playground area. I would like to thank all of our families for your contributions. I have
enjoyed seeing our students utilize the area so much more already! 

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Just a reminder that our students are required to be wearing the correct summer uniform each day.

Girls: Summer Dress, white socks and black shoes/runners OR Blue school polo t-shirt, navy school
shorts or navy skirt, white socks and black shoes/runners.

Boys: Blue school polo shirt, navy school shorts, navy/white socks and black shoes/runners.

All hair is to be tied up if hair touches shoulders and only simple earrings and watches are to be worn.
Hair ribbons or small clip bows are to be in school colours (Navy, White or Light Blue).

Casual runners or sneakers are not acceptable school uniform attire and colourful or bright runners are
only allowed when sports uniform is worn.  I thank parents for your support with this.

2026 SACRAMENTAL DATES
Our Sacramental Dates for 2026 have been set together with Fr John.
 

Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6): Sunday, 17th May at 1 pm 
(Holy Name Church, Reservoir).

Sacrament of First Eucharist (Year 3): Sunday, 2nd August at 1 pm (OLW Church)

First Reconciliation (Year 2): Tuesday, 27th October at 2 pm (OLW Church)
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OPEN EVENING & ENROLMENTS - 2027
OLW is holding an Open Evening and Guided Tours for prospective families this Wednesday 18th March
from 4 pm - 6 pm. Our Year 6 School Leaders will be hosting the tours of the school whilst our staff will be
available in their learning spaces. 

Information has been distributed to the local Kinders, but please feel free to let other people know about
the evening. 

Parents please note: We have a limit of 25 places so if your child is in 4 year old kinder please complete
and return an Enrolment Form as soon as possible.  If you have other children enrolled at the school you
will still need to complete an enrolment form for any new siblings.

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS - MONDAY 30TH MARCH
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews for all students in Years Prep - 6 are scheduled for Term 1 - Monday,
30th March.  This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to meet their child‘s teacher and gain insights
about the learning in each particular year level.  We urge parents to come along with their child/ren to
these sessions that will take place in your child’s classroom and be hosted by your child’s teacher.

Bookings are now open and can be made via www.schoolinterviews.com.au using the booking code fmhva.
Instructions are elsewhere in the Newsletter.

PLEASE NOTE:  This will be a school closure day for all students.  TheirCare will be operating on this day if
parents wish to utilise this service.

SCHOOL FEES & CSEF
If you would like to set up a payment plan or pay your fees please contact the school office in person or
via email - accounts@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au. Parents who hold a current Health Care Card are
eligible to apply for CSEF support. Please contact the school office for an application form. Please note
that closure dates apply.

FORMS RETURNED
Parents were recently sent a copy of our Code of Conduct, our Wellbeing Policy and our Photo Permission
form.  If you could please return these as soon as possible it would be much appreciated.

DISTRICT ATHLETICS TEAM
Our team has now been selected from our Athletics Trials and training has commenced.  Mrs Van Ballegooy
will continue training each Friday up until the event on 25th March.

CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS - FRIDAY 27  MARCHTH

Cross Country Trials for the District Event will be held at Bundoora Park Cross Country Track on Friday,
27th of March. Children will leave the school at 10 am and return by 11:30 am. 

Please note - this is an OPTIONAL event - parents will have received a notification via Compass. 

Whilst we encourage all children to participate we ask you to consider the following requirements for the
District Event: 
Children in the age group 9 - 10 (born in 2016 or earlier) are expected to run 2 km. 
Children in the age group 11 - 12 (born in 2014 - 2015) are expected to run 3 km.
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Whole school entry
‘Hope’ Enyan L- Year 3

‘Charcoal Still Life – Fruit Study’

Miya Z- Year 5
‘My Cat’

Violet O- Year 5
‘Journey of Discovery’

Ava S- Year 4
‘Tree Silhouette’

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2026
Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to
celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the
strength of the sector. This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick : Christ beside me:
Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. Catholic Education Week will run from Sunday 15th March to
Sunday 22nd March. 

10 of our Year 6 leaders will be attending the St Patrick's Day Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and
Concert, along with the other 300 MACS schools. The Creative Arts Exhibition will be held from Sunday
15th March to Saturday 21st March. I am very pleased and proud to announce that four OLW students
have had their 2025 artwork selected to be shown and a whole school piece has been entered and
selected too!  A big thank you must go to Mrs H for supporting the students of OLW on their Art journey.
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Catholic Education Week and St. Patrick’s Day

Next week we celebrate Catholic Education Week, a special time when Catholic
schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrate their faith, their learning,
and the important role Catholic education plays in our communities.

This year’s theme, “Christ Beside Me: Walking in the Footsteps of Saint Patrick,”
highlights the life and mission of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church
in Melbourne. Saint Patrick is well known for bringing Christianity to Ireland. One of
the ways he helped people understand the Christian faith was by using a shamrock
to explain the Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—three persons in
one God, just as the shamrock has three leaves on one stem. Saint Patrick spent 40
years travelling throughout Ireland preaching about God’s love and sharing the
message of the Gospel.

Our mother church in Melbourne, St Patrick's Cathedral, is named in honour of Saint
Patrick. Last year, during the Jubilee celebrations, a striking new icon of Saint Patrick
was unveiled and blessed by Peter A Comensoli in front of thousands of students
and educators.

Catholic Education Week runs from Sunday 15 March to Sunday 22 March 2026.
During this time there are several special events across the Archdiocese, including
the Mass of St Patrick for Schools, the Concert in the Park, the Young Speakers
Colloquium, and the Creative Arts Exhibition.

To help celebrate Catholic Education Week and Saint Patrick's Day, some of our
students will attend the Mass of St Patrick for Schools on Friday 20 March. Our
talented Art teacher, Lisa Hrisikos, will also be leading students in a special  art
session.

Catholic Education Week reminds us that Christ walks beside us in our daily lives—at
school, at home, and in our community—just as Saint Patrick trusted in God
throughout his mission.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
NEWS

Lisa Micomonaco
Religious Education Leader
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Word of the Fortnight

PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT

Congratulations to all of
those who learnt that
‘repentance’ means:
‘showing regret for actions.’

Find out its meaning and see if you can add
this to your vocabulary over the next fortnight!

THIS FORTNIGHT

Our phrase for this
fortnight is 'hold your
horses'.

‘repentance’

Word/Phrase of the Fortnight

‘Hold your
horses’
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Word of the FortnightSchool Captain Year Level News

Word of the
Fortnight

Faith Leaders News

What’s happening in 5/6?

There is a lot going on with
the Year 5/6s. The Year 5s
have started Naplan and
everyone has been
practising writing
narratives and persuasive
pieces. We have also been
looking at Catholic
Foundations and migration
stories to Australia.  

What's happening in Prep?

The Preps have a lot to
share! They have been
counting numbers, talking
about community helpers,
practising letters and letter
sounds and have learnt the
tricky word “the”. They are
learning so much!

What's happening in 1/2?

In Maths the 1/2s have been

looking at clocks. They have

been exploring times tables

and have been practising

their handwriting. 

What's happening in 3/4?

The Year 3/4s have been
reading the novel,
“Matilda”. They are using
number lines and looking
at  digits in the hundreds
and thousands. They have
been learning about
Melbourne’s history and
looking at clocks. 

Natalie F Charlie DRemy C Vincent M

What do you call a pig
that does karate?

A pork chop!

Charlie's joke of the fortnight

Class Mass Visit 

The Preps have had their first class mass attending
with their Year 6 buddies and the Year 5s as well.

The Preps sat and listened beautifully. 

The Year 5s and Year 6s have been researching
generous organisations such as Caritas and

Centacare that help out people in need. 

-Sophie D & Oscar L
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OLW - Out and About -  Year
3/4 Excursion to Melbourne

Museum   

Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum     

Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum
was fascinating. We learnt that

Australians weren't the first to have
discovered Melbourne. We also learnt
that Aboriginal people weaved their

clothes and made weapons by hand and
had clean water from the Birrarung River

known as the Yarra River.
By Allie T

The Day

On Tuesday, the Year 3 and 4 students
went to the Melbourne Museum. The first
thing we did was we looked and learned

about life in the early colonial period and
also about the famous Australian horse

Phar Lap. We saw the creation story talking
about how Bunjil, one of the many creator

spirits, made the rivers, lakes, sea and land. 
After that we encountered the animals. We

saw tarantulas, ants, stick insects [etc]
We also saw dinosaur fossils. They were

very interesting and fun to see! 
By Juan
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OLW - Out and About -  Year
3/4 Excursion to Melbourne

Museum   

Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum

Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum was very interesting. We learnt lots of facts and
we met a Torres Strait Islander. We got to see and figure out what things were used for. We
saw lots of crystals and we saw the second biggest gold nugget. We went inside the olden
days house and we saw the toilet and three pictures on the wall. We also saw a baby crib

and 2 beds in one bedroom and we saw the jewellery they used to wear and the beds were
very narrow.

         
By Isabella L
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OLW - Out and About -  Year
5/6 Excursion to the

Immigration Museum   

Our visit to the Immigration Museum

Our excursion was really good. The
Immigration Museum  taught me more

about people coming to Australia and how
they made friends. Everyone really had fun.  

Demetri P
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OLW - Out and About -  Year
5/6 Excursion to the

Immigration Museum   

Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum

The excursion was very interesting. We got to take
notes and have a fake passport (to take the notes).

We learnt a lot about history and other people’s
lives during tough times. 

Melicia B

The grade 5/6s went on an
excursion to the Immigration

Museum. We learnt about
different people’s stories and

learnt about what it would be like
to migrate. I felt really lucky

because I got to see my
grandfather’s name on a plaque.
He immigrated from Macedonia
to Melbourne. I’m proud of my

history. 

Vivien G
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GEM+EL Chats
GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage
students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity
to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be
facilitated by any staff member or parent. Why not have one around the family dinner
table tonight?

This week's GEM chat focus is on 
Gratitude

Parent Carer Hub Access

As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and
application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude,
Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent
Carer Hub.

The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It
includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and
Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it
offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing. 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/

Student Wellbeing
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Student Wellbeing

                   We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!          
Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email

                                                              
and we can share it in the next newsletter!

(principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au) 
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Student Wellbeing

The Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 requirements that organisations must follow to create a culture and
environment that is safe for children. These standards aim to prevent, respond to, and report child abuse by
requiring organisations to implement policies, procedures, and practices that put children’s safety and well-being
first. They were developed in response to inquiries and recommendations from Royal Commissions and aim to drive
cultural change within organisations that provide services or facilities for children.  The staff of OLW will be
revisiting the standards (one each month).  We will continue to share the standards with our OLW families. 

Child Safe Standards - 11 Months 11 Standards
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MARCH

Date Week 8

Monday 16/3

Catholic Education Week
1/2 Excursion to Bundoora Park
Year 3 & 5 Reading Naplan Assessment
3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 17/3
St Patrick's Day- Students may wear a touch of green
Year 3 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment

Wednesday 18/3
Year 5 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment
OLW Open Evening for prospective parents (4 - 6 pm)

Thursday 19/3 Year 3 & 5 Numeracy NAPLAN Assessment

Friday 20/3
Year 6 Leaders to attend St Patrick's Day Catholic Education Week Mass
& Concert

Date Week 9

Monday 23/3 Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN ends

Tuesday 24/3 St John’s Ambulance Incursion (all Year Levels)

Wednesday 25/3 District Athletics Carnival

Friday 27/3
Cross Country Trials
P & F Wrapping Easter Hampers at 2 pm
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MARCH/APRIL

Date Week 10

Monday 30/3
School Closure Day (TheirCare operating today)
Parent Teacher Interviews 10 am - 7 pm 

Thursday 2/4
Easter Liturgy (Hall) 12 pm - all families are welcome to attend
Easter Raffle Draw (Hall) at the conclusion of the Easter Liturgy
Last Day of Term - Early Finish 1 pm 

Friday 3/4 Good Friday Public Holiday
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	Congratulations to Mrs Jessica Belvedere (Penzo), husband Anthony and big sister Sienna on the safe arrival of little Leonardo (born on February 28). We look forward to meeting the newest member of the OLW family!
	We also congratulate Mrs Melanie Thomson and husband Jason on the safe and recent arrival of Finley Francis Thomson (born on 13th March - Mel’s due date!)  All are doing well.  Another beautiful boy to welcome to our OLW family.
	NEW SYNTHETIC GRASS Thanks to our incredible fundraising efforts in 2025 and a generous donation, we have recently added new synthetic grass to our playground area. I would like to thank all of our families for your contributions. I have enjoyed seeing our students utilize the area so much more already!

	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	SCHOOL UNIFORM Just a reminder that our students are required to be wearing the correct summer uniform each day.
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	CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2026 Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the strength of the sector. This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick : Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. Catholic Education Week will run from Sunday 15th March to Sunday 22nd March.
	10 of our Year 6 leaders will be attending the St Patrick's Day Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and Concert, along with the other 300 MACS schools. The Creative Arts Exhibition will be held from Sunday 15th March to Saturday 21st March. I am very pleased and proud to announce that four OLW students have had their 2025 artwork selected to be shown and a whole school piece has been entered and selected too!  A big thank you must go to Mrs H for supporting the students of OLW on their Art journey.
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	Next week we celebrate Catholic Education Week, a special time when Catholic schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrate their faith, their learning, and the important role Catholic education plays in our communities.
	This year’s theme, “Christ Beside Me: Walking in the Footsteps of Saint Patrick,” highlights the life and mission of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in Melbourne. Saint Patrick is well known for bringing Christianity to Ireland. One of the ways he helped people understand the Christian faith was by using a shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—three persons in one God, just as the shamrock has three leaves on one stem. Saint Patrick spent 40 years travelling throughout Ireland preaching about God’s love and sharing the message of the Gospel.
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	Catholic Education Week reminds us that Christ walks beside us in our daily lives—at school, at home, and in our community—just as Saint Patrick trusted in God throughout his mission.
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	Our excursion was really good. The Immigration Museum  taught me more about people coming to Australia and how they made friends. Everyone really had fun.
	Demetri P


	OLW - Out and About - Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum
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	Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum
	The excursion was very interesting. We got to take notes and have a fake passport (to take the notes). We learnt a lot about history and other people’s lives during tough times.
	Melicia B

	The grade 5/6s went on an excursion to the Immigration Museum. We learnt about different people’s stories and learnt about what it would be like to migrate. I felt really lucky because I got to see my grandfather’s name on a plaque. He immigrated from Macedonia to Melbourne. I’m proud of my history.
	Vivien G
	Student Wellbeing
	GEM+EL Chats GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be facilitated by any staff member or parent. Why not have one around the family dinner table tonight?
	This week's GEM chat focus is on  Gratitude
	Parent Carer Hub Access
	As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent Carer Hub.
	The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing.




	https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
	Student Wellbeing
	We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!           Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email
	and we can share it in the next newsletter!
	(principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au)


	Student Wellbeing
	Child Safe Standards - 11 Months 11 Standards
	The Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 requirements that organisations must follow to create a culture and environment that is safe for children. These standards aim to prevent, respond to, and report child abuse by requiring organisations to implement policies, procedures, and practices that put children’s safety and well-being first. They were developed in response to inquiries and recommendations from Royal Commissions and aim to drive cultural change within organisations that provide services or facilities for children.  The staff of OLW will be revisiting the standards (one each month).  We will continue to share the standards with our OLW families.
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	Calendar Dates Term 4, 2025
	Word of the Fortnight

	MARCH
	Date
	Week 8
	Monday 16/3
	Catholic Education Week 1/2 Excursion to Bundoora Park Year 3 & 5 Reading Naplan Assessment 3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

	Tuesday 17/3
	St Patrick's Day- Students may wear a touch of green Year 3 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment

	Wednesday 18/3
	Year 5 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment OLW Open Evening for prospective parents (4 - 6 pm)

	Thursday 19/3
	Year 3 & 5 Numeracy NAPLAN Assessment

	Friday 20/3
	Year 6 Leaders to attend St Patrick's Day Catholic Education Week Mass & Concert

	Date
	Week 9
	Monday 23/3
	Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN ends

	Tuesday 24/3
	St John’s Ambulance Incursion (all Year Levels)

	Wednesday 25/3
	District Athletics Carnival

	Friday 27/3
	Cross Country Trials P & F Wrapping Easter Hampers at 2 pm
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	Word of the Fortnight

	MARCH/APRIL
	Date
	Week 10
	Monday 30/3
	School Closure Day (TheirCare operating today) Parent Teacher Interviews 10 am - 7 pm

	Thursday 2/4
	Easter Liturgy (Hall) 12 pm - all families are welcome to attend Easter Raffle Draw (Hall) at the conclusion of the Easter Liturgy Last Day of Term - Early Finish 1 pm

	Friday 3/4
	Good Friday Public Holiday
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