N T FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER
TERM 1 WEEK 8, MARCH 16, 2026

FROM THE PRINCIPAL '"“"S 'SS“e

School Photos

D ear Pa. re nts, ‘ Easter Liturgy & Raffle

Baby News!

SCHOOL PHOTOS New Synthetic Grass

School Uniforms
Our students and staff had their school pohotos taken last T‘h‘ﬁi’sday, it

was lovely to see the children smiling enthusiastically in their very well-
presented uniforms. Open Evening & 2027 Enrolments

2026 Sacramental Dates

Parent/Teacher Interviews- Term 1

Arthur Reed Photography will inform us when the photos are ready for
viewing. When they are ready, you will be sent home a flyer with a School Fees & CSEF
unique code to access your proofs.

Forms Returned

EASTER LITURGY & RAFFLE District Athletics

On Thursday, 2nd April at 12 pm we invite all families to join the staff Cross Country Trials
and students for an Easter Liturgy (to be held in the school hall). It will
be a time to reflect on the significance of Holy Week, a very important
week in the Catholic Church. Religious Education News

Catholic Education Week

Following our Liturgy, we will be drawing our Easter Raffle Winners. MEE) O AT S

Thank you to all of our families who have so generously donated prizes Student Leaders news
for our hampers.

OLW ‘Out and About’
We will be calling on parent helpers to assist with the wrapping of Student Wellbeing
hampers on Friday, 27th March from 2 pm. Your help is greatly

appreciated! Calendar Dates

Community News
Following the Liturgy and Raffle draw, our Term will conclude at 1 pm.
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BABY NEWS!! ~ ~

Congratulations to Mrs Jessica Belvedere (Penzo), husband Anthony and big
sister Sienna on the safe arrival of little Leonardo (born on February 28). We
look forward to meeting the newest member of the OLW family!

We also congratulate Mrs Melanie
Thomson and husband Jason on the safe
and recent arrival of Finley Francis
Thomson (born on 13th March - Mel’s due
date!) All are doing well. Another
beautiful boy to welcome to our OLW
family.
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NEW SYNTHETIC GRASS

Thanks to our incredible fundraising efforts in 2025 and a generous donation, we have recently added new
synthetic grass to our playground area. | would like to thank all of our families for your contributions. | have
enjoyed seeing our students utilize the area so much more already!

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Just a reminder that our students are required to be wearing the correct summer uniform each day.

Girls: Summer Dress, white socks and black shoes/runners OR Blue school polo t-shirt, navy school
shorts or navy skirt, white socks and black shoes/runners.

Boys: Blue school polo shirt, navy school shorts, navy/white socks and black shoes/runners.

All hair is to be tied up if hair touches shoulders and only simple earrings and watches are to be worn.
Hair ribbons or small clip bows are to be in school colours (Navy, White or Light Blue).

Casual runners or sneakers are not acceptable school uniform attire and colourful or bright runners are
only allowed when sports uniform is worn. | thank parents for your support with this.

2026 SACRAMENTAL DATES

Our Sacramental Dates for 2026 have been set together with Fr John.

e Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6): Sunday, 17th May at 1 pm
(Holy Name Church, Reservoir).

* Sacrament of First Eucharist (Year 3): Sunday, 2nd August at 1 pm (OLW Church)

* First Reconciliation (Year 2): Tuesday, 27th October at 2 pm (OLW Church)
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OPEN EVENING & ENROLMENTS - 2027

OLW is holding an Open Evening and Guided Tours for prospective families this Wednesday 18th March
from 4 pm - 6 pm. Our Year 6 School Leaders will be hosting the tours of the school whilst our staff will be
available in their learning spaces.

Information has been distributed to the local Kinders, but please feel free to let other people know about
the evening.

Parents please note: We have a limit of 25 places so if your child is in 4 year old kinder please complete
and return an Enrolment Form as soon as possible. If you have other children enrolled at the school you
will still need to complete an enrolment form for any new siblings.

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS - MONDAY 30TH MARCH
Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews for all students in Years Prep - 6 are scheduled for Term 1 - Monday,
30th March. This is a wonderful opportunity for parents to meet their child‘s teacher and gain insights
about the learning in each particular year level. We urge parents to come along with their child/ren to
these sessions that will take place in your child’s classroom and be hosted by your child’s teacher.

Bookings are now open and can be made via www.schoolinterviews.com.au using the booking code fmhva.
Instructions are elsewhere in the Newsletter.

PLEASE NOTE: This will be a school closure day for all students. TheirCare will be operating on this day if
parents wish to utilise this service.

SCHOOL FEES & CSEF

If you would like to set up a payment plan or pay your fees please contact the school office in person or
via email - accounts@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au. Parents who hold a current Health Care Card are
eligible to apply for CSEF support. Please contact the school office for an application form. Please note
that closure dates apply.

FORMS RETURNED

Parents were recently sent a copy of our Code of Conduct, our Wellbeing Policy and our Photo Permission
form. If you could please return these as soon as possible it would be much appreciated.

DISTRICT ATHLETICS TEAM

Our team has now been selected from our Athletics Trials and training has commenced. Mrs Van Ballegooy
will continue training each Friday up until the event on 25th March.

CROSS COUNTRY TRIALS - FRIDAY 27™ MARCH

Cross Country Trials for the District Event will be held at Bundoora Park Cross Country Track on Friday,
27th of March. Children will leave the school at 10 am and return by 11:30 am.

Please note - this is an OPTIONAL event - parents will have received a notification via Compass.

Whilst we encourage all children to participate we ask you to consider the following requirements for the
District Event:

Children in the age group 9 - 10 (born in 2016 or earlier) are expected to run 2 km.

Children in the age group 11 - 12 (born in 2014 - 2015) are expected to run 3 km.
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2026

Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to
celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the
strength of the sector. This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick : Christ beside me:
Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. Catholic Education Week will run from Sunday 15th March to
Sunday 22nd March.

10 of our Year 6 leaders will be attending the St Patrick's Day Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and
Concert, along with the other 300 MACS schools. The Creative Arts Exhibition will be held from Sunday
15th March to Saturday 21st March. | am very pleased and proud to announce that four OLW students
have had their 2025 artwork selected to be shown and a whole school piece has been entered and
selected too! A big thank you must go to Mrs H for supporting the students of OLW on their Art journey.

Ava S- Year 4
‘Hope’ 'Tree Silhouette’ Enyan L- Year 3
‘Charcoal Still Life - Fruit Study’

CREATIVE
ARTS
EXHIBITION

¢ / The MACS Creative Arts Exhibition celebrates the
artistic talent of students from Catholic schools
Violet O- Year 5 Miyo Z-Year 5 across the Archdiocese of Melbourne, showcasing

3

, X , , , works that express story, spirituality, cuiture and
Journey of Discovery My Cat hope through the arts.

Open to the public during Catholic Education Week
15-21 March 2026

Celtic Hall, Catholic Leadership Centre

576 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne VIC 3002
Scan to book tickets i 5y
https://www.trybooking.com/

events/landing/1547329 o

Rachel Kau, St Aloysius College
North Meibourne - Metamorphosis

Melbourne Archdiocese
Catholic Schools
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
NEWS

Catholic Education Week and St. Patrick’s Day

(| W
Next week we celebrate Catholic Education Week, a special time when Catholic

schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrate their faith, their learning,
and the important role Catholic education plays in our communities.

This year’s theme, “Christ Beside Me: Walking in the Footsteps of Saint Patrick,”
highlights the life and mission of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church
in Melbourne. Saint Patrick is well known for bringing Christianity to Ireland. One of
the ways he helped people understand the Christian faith was by using a shamrock
to explain the Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—three persons in
one God, just as the shamrock has three leaves on one stem. Saint Patrick spent 40
years travelling throughout Ireland preaching about God’s love and sharing the
message of the Gospel.

Our mother church in Melbourne, St Patrick's Cathedral, is named in honour of Saint
Patrick. Last year, during the Jubilee celebrations, a striking new icon of Saint Patrick
was unveiled and blessed by Peter A Comensoli in front of thousands of students
and educators.

Catholic Education Week runs from Sunday 15 March to Sunday 22 March 2026.
During this time there are several special events across the Archdiocese, including
the Mass of St Patrick for Schools, the Concert in the Park, the Young Speakers
Colloquium, and the Creative Arts Exhibition.

To help celebrate Catholic Education Week and Saint Patrick's Day, some of our
students will attend the Mass of St Patrick for Schools on Friday 20 March. Our
talented Art teacher, Lisa Hrisikos, will also be leading students in a special art
session.

Catholic Education Week reminds us that Christ walks beside us in our daily lives—at
school, at home, and in our community—just as Saint Patrick trusted in God
throughout his mission.

Lisa Micomonaco
Religious Education Leader
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Word/Phrase of the Fortnight

PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT

Congratulations to all of )
thosz who learnt that ‘repentance
‘repentance’ means:
'showing regret for actions.’
THIS FORTNIGHT ‘H

old yo
Our phrase for this h y ,ur
fortnight is 'hold your orses
horses'.

Find out its meaning and see if you can add
this to your vocabulary over the next fortnight!
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Faith Leaders News

The Year 5s and Year 6s have been researching
generous organisations such as Caritas and
Centacare that help out people in need.

-Sophie D & Oscar L

The Preps have had their first class mass attending
with their Year 6 buddies and the Year 5s as well.
The Preps sat and listened beautifully.

School Captain Year Level News

Remy C
What's happening in Prep?

The Preps have a lot to
share! They have been
counting numbers, talking
about community helpers,
practising letters and letter
sounds and have learnt the
tricky word “the”. They are
learning so much!

Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

hat do you call a pig
that does karate?
\

Vincent M
What's happening in 1/2?

In Maths the 1/2s have been
looking at clocks. They have
been exploring times tables

and have been practising
their handwriting.

A pork chop!

e

=S

(03) 9460 6684
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au
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Natalie F
What's happening in 3/4?

The Year 3/4s have been
reading the novel,
“Matilda”. They are using
number lines and looking
at digits in the hundreds
and thousands. They have
been learning about
Melbourne’s history and
looking at clocks.

bod

Charlie D
What’s happening in 5/6?

There is a lot going on with
the Year 5/6s. The Year 5s
have started Naplan and
everyone has been
practising writing
narratives and persuasive
pieces. We have also been
looking at Catholic
Foundations and migration
stories to Australia.

CHARLIE'S JOKE OF THE FORTNIGHT

&

Visit our website for more info
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OLW - Out and About - Year

3/4 Excursion to Melbourne
Museum

" 1] ——

Melbourne Museum evcursion

On Tuesday 3/4z went to Melbourne Museum.
My faverite part was when we went lo a foresl.
Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum 1 enjoyed looking al insects, animals and fish.

was fascinating. We learnt that Rk Shosic go Bhere apai
Australians weren't the first to have P
discovered Melbourne. We also learnt 1 lo.ved Lt
that Aboriginal people weaved their
clothes and made weapons by hand and

had clean water from the Birrarung River
known as the Yarra River.

Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum

By Allie T

The Day

. "/ ‘ \ ¥ y .r ), rl

On Tuesday, the Year 3 and 4 students
went to the Melbourne Museum. The first
thing we did was we looked and learned

forest and look at birds and small about life in the early colonial period and
"), waterfalls and insects and turtleg a 4 We N/ also about the famous Australian horse
i % diie 7~ ' Phar Lap. We saw the creation story talking
/ “ 4 \J about how Bunijil, one of the many creator
spirits, made the rivers, lakes, sea and land.
~ After that we encountered the animals. We
saw tarantulas, ants, stick insects [etc]
We also saw dinosaur fossils. They were

very interesting and fun to see!

By Juan

___________ /U*

A -——--—-——--‘ d"f \
One’ fun Aaq\lfq 3(jﬂsz gnda?,tﬂ went to Y

Melbourne Museum and we gottoina

ﬁ:'i.‘_ ’
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OLW - Out and About - Year

3/4 Excursion to Melbourne
Museum

Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum

Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum was very interesting. We learnt lots of facts and
we met a Torres Strait Islander. We got to see and figure out what things were used for. We
saw lots of crystals and we saw the second biggest gold nugget. We went inside the olden
days house and we saw the toilet and three pictures on the wall. We also saw a baby crib
and 2 beds in one bedroom and we saw the jewellery they used to wear and the beds were
Very narrow.

By Isabella L
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OLW - Out and About - Year
5/6 Excursion to the
Immigration Museum

Our visit to the Immigration Museum

Our excursion was really good. The
Immigration Museum taught me more
about people coming to Australia and how
they made friends. Everyone really had fun.

Demetri P
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OLW - Out and About - Year

5/6 Excursion to the
Immigration Museum

Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum

The excursion was very interesting. We got to take
notes and have a fake passport (to take the notes).
We learnt a lot about history and other people’s
lives during tough times.

Melicia B

The grade 5/6s went on an
excursion to the Immigration
Museum. We learnt about
different people’s stories and
learnt about what it would be like
to migrate. | felt really lucky
because | got to see my
grandfather’s name on a plaque.
He immigrated from Macedonia
to Melbourne. ’m proud of my
history.

Vivien G
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Student Wellbeing

@ RESILIENCE PROJECT.

GEM+EL Chats
GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage
students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity
to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be
facilitated by any staff member or parent. Why not have one around the family dinner
table tonight?

This week's GEM chat focus is on
Gratitude

What
yesterday/today?

=== ©RESILIENCE PROJECT.

Parent Carer Hub Access

As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and
application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude,
Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent
Carer Hub.

The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It
includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and
Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it
offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing.

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
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Student Wellbeing

©RESILIENCE PROJECT.

Choosing a
Gratitude Mindset

SHIFT FROM ‘|l HAVETO’ TO ‘I GET TO’

A simple change in language from ‘I have to do this’ to ‘| get to do this’ can
change our whole perspective on life and daily tasks. When we adopt the
‘l get to’ mindset as a gratitude practice, it helps us focus on the positive
aspects of our lives and the opportunities we often take for granted.

HOW CAN YOUR FAMILY PRACTICE THIS TOGETHER?

Here are some examples to get you started:
* | get to wash the dishes.

- | get to make breakfast for my family.
* | get to walk the dog and spend time outside.

FAMILY CHALLENGE

Try to replace ‘I have to’ with ‘I get to’ in your conversations this
week. Notice how it changes your perspective, and discuss as a
family how it feels to focus on gratitude in everyday tasks.

We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!
Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email

and we can share it in the next newsletter!

Our Lady of The Way Primary School % (03) 9460 6684 Visit our website for more info
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Student Wellbeing

Child Safe Standards - 11 Months 11 Standards

The Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 requirements that organisations must follow to create a culture and
environment that is safe for children. These standards aim to prevent, respond to, and report child abuse by
requiring organisations to implement policies, procedures, and practices that put children’s safety and well-being
first. They were developed in response to inquiries and recommendations from Royal Commissions and aim to drive
cultural change within organisations that provide services or facilities for children. The staff of OLW will be
revisiting the standards (one each month). We will continue to share the standards with our OLW families.

M tsssisie |
> 2
Working
together for
Child Safety
\ A

Child Safe Standard 2

“Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in organisational leadership, governance and culture.”

Rooted in the Gospel and the teachings of the Church, MACS Catholic schools uphold the sacred dignity of
evary child as created In the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27). This belief places Catholic educators ina
privileged and profound position to protect and nurture the most valneraile.

This newsletter series provides an overview of what the Child Safe Standards are, how they are designed to
help keep children and young people safe and what school governad by Melbourne Archdiocesa Catholic
Schools (MACS) are doing to prioritise and achieve this.

Overview of Child Safe Standard 2: The Child Safe Standards

To be alignad, schools much support the following:

+ A public commitment to child safety ;L‘E EI::‘IIEEJ S SIANGAIGS S8 2

o Champion a child safe culture at all levels : nts for children

+ Ensure governance supports child safety policles

s Develop and enforce a Code of Canduct

« Implemant risk management strategles that focus
on praventing, identifying and mitigating risks to
children

« Ensure staff, volunteers and contractors
understand their obligation and the rale they play
in keeping children and young paople safe. This
Ineludes information sharing and record keeplig.

[N

- \ respectiully.
-
\

This standard promotes a shared responsibility for safety across the entire school community and
all levels of the organisation. It ensures a child safa cultura iz actively championed and modellad
from tha top down and bottom up.
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Calendar Dates Term 1, 2026

Monday 16/3

Catholic Education Week

1/2 Excursion to Bundoora Park

Year 3 & 5 Reading Naplan Assessment
3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

Tuesday 17/3

St Patrick's Day- Students may wear a touch of green
Year 3 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment

Wednesday 18/3

Year 5 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment
OLW Open Evening for prospective parents (4 - 6 pm)

Thursday 19/3

Year 3 & 5 Numeracy NAPLAN Assessment

Friday 20/3

Year 6 Leaders to attend St Patrick's Day Catholic Education Week Mass
& Concert

Date
Monday 23/3 Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN ends
Tuesday 24/3 St John’s Ambulance Incursion (all Year Levels)
Wednesday 25/3 District Athletics Carnival
Friday 27/3 I(:’;r;SIS \?V?:[T:KJ Ezlzter Hampers at 2 pm

Our Lady of The Way Primary School @ (03) 9460 6684 Visit our website for more info
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Calendar Dates Term 1, 2026

Week 10
Monday 30/3 School Closure Day (Theerare operating today)
Parent Teacher Interviews 10 am - 7 pm
Easter Liturgy (Hall) 12 pm - all families are welcome to attend
Thursday 2/4 Easter Raffle Draw (Hall) at the conclusion of the Easter Liturgy
Last Day of Term - Early Finish 1 pm
Friday 3/4 Good Friday Public Holiday

Our Lady of The Way Primary School @ (03) 9460 6684
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083 &l principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au
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Community News

[LJ Book School Interviews Online

Dear Farents,

ParentTeacher/Student interviews will be held on Monday, 30th March from 10 am
until ¥ pm. This day will be a Closure Day for students howewver they are required
to attend the interview with their parents. Bookings can be made wvia
wwnw. schoolinferviews.com.au using the School Event code shown below.

BOOKINGS CLOSE Thursday 26th MARCH at 5 pm

Bookings will open on Monday, 2nd March at 7 pm. Flease read the infarmation
below on how to make a booking.

Goto:

hittps:/ www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/fmhva

: _ L Crscan the QR Code:
- (=] 25 [m]

Enter your details Choose teachers

When yvou click finish, yvour interview timetable will be emailed
v to yvou automatically - check your junk mail folder if you do
’ ‘ not receive your email immediately.

‘ You can returm fo www. schoolinterviews com.au at any time,
and change your inferviews - uniil bookings close.

All interviews are ansite at OLW and they are strictly 15 minutes.

If you require more fime, please confact your feacher directly to make
alternative arrangements.

Parents can change their inferview bookings, any time prior to the closing
date, by re-visiting the www.schoolinferviews.com.au website, and using the
event code. Remember to use the same name and email address, you used
when you made your original booking.

Parents wishing to change their interview times after the closing date, should
contact the school directly on 9450 6634,

Students are required to attend the Interview along with
their parents

Our Lady of The Way Primary School @ (03) 9460 6684 Visit our website for more info
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Community News

Our Lady of the Way
Primary School

School Tours &
Open Evening

Wednesday 18™ March 2026
4.00-6.00PM

@ Meet our friendly staff

@ Meetour siudentleaders

Everyone is most welcome!
Tour the school and view all Classrooms, Guided tours with our student

Speciallst Areas and our school grounds leaders are available

(V] collectan EnrolmentPack throughout the evening.

Our Lady of The Way Primary School (03) 9460 6684 Visit our website for more info
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Community News

&) EGGSTRAVAGANZA ~ '
% 2026!

WE ARE REQUESTING DONATIONS OF EASTER-

__ THEMED ITEMS, INCLUDING:
Y / W CHOCOLATE EGGS
| ® SMALL FIDGETS/PLUSHIES k
g % WRAPPED CANDY(TO FIT IN THE EGGS) L
p PLASTIC EGGS (PRE-FILLED OR EMPTY) .
STICKERS, TRINKETS & CRAFT ITEMS -~
N ¥ ALLERGY-FRIENDLY TREATS WELCOME! i )
S e >
. oy
,}I/ TICKETS WILL BE ON SALE IN THE i&"‘“ﬂ
A 4 COMING WEEKS, WITH RAFFLE [ ee
. DRAWN ON 2/4 AT 12:30PM e S
. L ANY LEFTOYER DOMATIONS WILL BE GRACIOUSLY PASSED ON ., I. e o
w" T ST, VINCENT DE PAUL TO SUPPORT THOSE IN MEED. THANK | ? L
_&’ YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! i
:
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Community News

5 RED DOOR CAFE

== LUNCH ORDERS

% Tuesday,Wednesday, Friday
PH: 9078 9725

TOASTIES WRAPS

Cheese: $7.00

Cheese £ Ham: $7.50
Cheese € Tomato : $7.50 Chicken, Lettuce s Mayo 51.90

Cheese, Ham & Tomato: $8.50 Ham: $8.90

HOT FOOD

5 Nuggets & Chips: $9.90
Pizza(Magarita): $7.50
Lasagne: $12.90

Penne Bolognese: $10.90
I/2 Sausage Roll:$ 6.00

Whole Sausage Roll: $10.90
Chips:56.00

Chicken Schnitzel: $11.90

Our Lady of The Way Primary School @ (03) 9460 6684 Visit our website for more info
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Community News

SANTA MARIA
COLLEGE

OPEN DAY |

19 MARCH 2026
2PM-6.30PM

Discover the Santa Spirit at Santa Maria College

Explore our:
- IB Mlddle Years Programme [MYP]
fl rl

Ibeing through
On

Community model.

New Year @ & 10 Village i

Award-winning Duke of

Edinburgh Program s

young women thr
adventure.

f[."f Wrﬂm{j ct{ttuf[u 10 rw,/
f

3 E[q) brile D wodll, 1cue [r lead) and, sucoeed,

REGISTER ONLINE
OR SCAN QR CODE

efuu] grovon

Year 7 2027 & 2028 Applications

NOW OPEN

Our Lady of The Way Primary School
11-19 Green Avenue, Kingsbury 3083

Applications for

Year 7 2028
Now Open

olmc.vic.edu.au

A Ministry of Mercy Education Ltd

Experience Excellence

in Early Learning at

Goodstart Bundoora - Karl Court
18-20 Karl Court, BUNDOQRA, 3083, VIC

Bachelor-qualified Teachers. With

multiple qualified Teachers on-site,

children benefit from a richer learning
program led by professionals trained

in early childhood development and
education. o

o Child Care Subsidy (CCS). We
support families whe may need extra
help with childcare fees and take the
time to explain the process to families o
if they need step-by-step and help
them understand how it werks.

o Great environments. Bright,
spacious, and well-resourced
environments spark curiosity,
creativity, and a love of learning.

Q% 1800 222 543

£O goodstartbundoorakarlcourt

=S

(03) 9460 6684
principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au

Core staff team of dedicated
educators. Consistent, familiar faces
help children feel safe, confident, and
settled each day.

Multicultural centre, A rich multicultural
community helps children develop
empathy, understanding, and a strang
sense of belonging.

Qualified Cook. With a qualified cock
an-site, families can rest easy knowing
their child is receiving nutritious, freshly
prepared meals every day - tailored to
dietary needs and preferences, and
helping establish healthy habits from
the start.

Heidelberg

Visit our website for more info
www.olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au
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	BABY NEWS!!
	Congratulations to Mrs Jessica Belvedere (Penzo), husband Anthony and big sister Sienna on the safe arrival of little Leonardo (born on February 28). We look forward to meeting the newest member of the OLW family!
	We also congratulate Mrs Melanie Thomson and husband Jason on the safe and recent arrival of Finley Francis Thomson (born on 13th March - Mel’s due date!)  All are doing well.  Another beautiful boy to welcome to our OLW family.
	NEW SYNTHETIC GRASS Thanks to our incredible fundraising efforts in 2025 and a generous donation, we have recently added new synthetic grass to our playground area. I would like to thank all of our families for your contributions. I have enjoyed seeing our students utilize the area so much more already!

	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	SCHOOL UNIFORM Just a reminder that our students are required to be wearing the correct summer uniform each day.
	Girls: Summer Dress, white socks and black shoes/runners OR Blue school polo t-shirt, navy school shorts or navy skirt, white socks and black shoes/runners.
	Boys: Blue school polo shirt, navy school shorts, navy/white socks and black shoes/runners.
	All hair is to be tied up if hair touches shoulders and only simple earrings and watches are to be worn. Hair ribbons or small clip bows are to be in school colours (Navy, White or Light Blue).
	Casual runners or sneakers are not acceptable school uniform attire and colourful or bright runners are only allowed when sports uniform is worn.  I thank parents for your support with this.
	2026 SACRAMENTAL DATES Our Sacramental Dates for 2026 have been set together with Fr John.
	Sacrament of Confirmation (Year 6): Sunday, 17th May at 1 pm
	(Holy Name Church, Reservoir).
	Sacrament of First Eucharist (Year 3): Sunday, 2nd August at 1 pm (OLW Church)
	First Reconciliation (Year 2): Tuesday, 27th October at 2 pm (OLW Church)



	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2026 Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Melbourne to celebrate their Catholic identity, the pivotal role they play within their local community and the strength of the sector. This year’s theme celebrates the significance of Saint Patrick : Christ beside me: Walking in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. Catholic Education Week will run from Sunday 15th March to Sunday 22nd March.
	10 of our Year 6 leaders will be attending the St Patrick's Day Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral and Concert, along with the other 300 MACS schools. The Creative Arts Exhibition will be held from Sunday 15th March to Saturday 21st March. I am very pleased and proud to announce that four OLW students have had their 2025 artwork selected to be shown and a whole school piece has been entered and selected too!  A big thank you must go to Mrs H for supporting the students of OLW on their Art journey.


	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	Whole school entry ‘Hope’
	Ava S- Year 4 ‘Tree Silhouette’
	Enyan L- Year 3 ‘Charcoal Still Life – Fruit Study’
	Violet O- Year 5 ‘Journey of Discovery’
	Miya Z- Year 5 ‘My Cat’

	RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	Catholic Education Week and St. Patrick’s Day
	Next week we celebrate Catholic Education Week, a special time when Catholic schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne celebrate their faith, their learning, and the important role Catholic education plays in our communities.
	This year’s theme, “Christ Beside Me: Walking in the Footsteps of Saint Patrick,” highlights the life and mission of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of our local Church in Melbourne. Saint Patrick is well known for bringing Christianity to Ireland. One of the ways he helped people understand the Christian faith was by using a shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit—three persons in one God, just as the shamrock has three leaves on one stem. Saint Patrick spent 40 years travelling throughout Ireland preaching about God’s love and sharing the message of the Gospel.
	Our mother church in Melbourne, St Patrick's Cathedral, is named in honour of Saint Patrick. Last year, during the Jubilee celebrations, a striking new icon of Saint Patrick was unveiled and blessed by Peter A Comensoli in front of thousands of students and educators.
	Catholic Education Week runs from Sunday 15 March to Sunday 22 March 2026. During this time there are several special events across the Archdiocese, including the Mass of St Patrick for Schools, the Concert in the Park, the Young Speakers Colloquium, and the Creative Arts Exhibition.
	To help celebrate Catholic Education Week and Saint Patrick's Day, some of our students will attend the Mass of St Patrick for Schools on Friday 20 March. Our talented Art teacher, Lisa Hrisikos, will also be leading students in a special  art session.
	Catholic Education Week reminds us that Christ walks beside us in our daily lives—at school, at home, and in our community—just as Saint Patrick trusted in God throughout his mission.
	Lisa Micomonaco Religious Education Leader


	Word of the Fortnight
	Word/Phrase of the Fortnight
	PREVIOUS FORTNIGHT
	Congratulations to all of those who learnt that ‘repentance’ means:         ‘showing regret for actions.’


	‘repentance’
	THIS FORTNIGHT
	Our phrase for this fortnight is 'hold your horses'.

	‘Hold your horses’
	Find out its meaning and see if you can add this to your vocabulary over the next fortnight!

	Word of the Fortnight
	Faith Leaders News
	Class Mass Visit
	The Preps have had their first class mass attending with their Year 6 buddies and the Year 5s as well. The Preps sat and listened beautifully.
	The Year 5s and Year 6s have been researching generous organisations such as Caritas and Centacare that help out people in need.
	-Sophie D & Oscar L



	Word of the Fortnight
	School Captain Year Level News
	What do you call a pig that does karate?
	A pork chop!
	Charlie's joke of the fortnight


	OLW - Out and About - Year 3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum
	Student Wellbeing
	Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum
	Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum was fascinating. We learnt that Australians weren't the first to have discovered Melbourne. We also learnt that Aboriginal people weaved their clothes and made weapons by hand and had clean water from the Birrarung River known as the Yarra River. By Allie T

	The Day
	On Tuesday, the Year 3 and 4 students went to the Melbourne Museum. The first thing we did was we looked and learned about life in the early colonial period and also about the famous Australian horse Phar Lap. We saw the creation story talking about how Bunjil, one of the many creator spirits, made the rivers, lakes, sea and land.  After that we encountered the animals. We saw tarantulas, ants, stick insects [etc] We also saw dinosaur fossils. They were very interesting and fun to see!  By Juan


	OLW - Out and About - Year 3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum
	Student Wellbeing
	Our Excursion to the Melbourne Museum
	Our excursion to the Melbourne Museum was very interesting. We learnt lots of facts and we met a Torres Strait Islander. We got to see and figure out what things were used for. We saw lots of crystals and we saw the second biggest gold nugget. We went inside the olden days house and we saw the toilet and three pictures on the wall. We also saw a baby crib and 2 beds in one bedroom and we saw the jewellery they used to wear and the beds were very narrow.
	By Isabella L


	OLW - Out and About - Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum
	Student Wellbeing
	Our visit to the Immigration Museum
	Our excursion was really good. The Immigration Museum  taught me more about people coming to Australia and how they made friends. Everyone really had fun.
	Demetri P


	OLW - Out and About - Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum
	Student Wellbeing
	Year 5/6 Excursion to the Immigration Museum
	The excursion was very interesting. We got to take notes and have a fake passport (to take the notes). We learnt a lot about history and other people’s lives during tough times.
	Melicia B

	The grade 5/6s went on an excursion to the Immigration Museum. We learnt about different people’s stories and learnt about what it would be like to migrate. I felt really lucky because I got to see my grandfather’s name on a plaque. He immigrated from Macedonia to Melbourne. I’m proud of my history.
	Vivien G
	Student Wellbeing
	GEM+EL Chats GEM Chats are questions and prompts designed to start a conversation or encourage students and families to reflect on their GEM+EL habits. They provide a great opportunity to build connections between members of the school community or home and can be facilitated by any staff member or parent. Why not have one around the family dinner table tonight?
	This week's GEM chat focus is on  Gratitude
	Parent Carer Hub Access
	As we continue to build our students’ understanding of resilience, support their learning and application of strategies, foster positive wellbeing and regularly practise Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, we are providing access to our 2026 Parent Carer Hub.
	The Inspire Parent Carer Hub content is designed to keep families engaged in the program. It includes information about the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy, along with the benefits of regularly practising these. Additionally, it offers activities that families can practise at home to support their wellbeing.




	https://theresilienceproject.com.au/family-hub-3/
	Student Wellbeing
	We would love to see what OLW families are doing at home!           Please share a photo with us, tell us what your have enjoyed via email
	and we can share it in the next newsletter!
	(principal@olwkingsbury.catholic.edu.au)


	Student Wellbeing
	Child Safe Standards - 11 Months 11 Standards
	The Child Safe Standards are a set of 11 requirements that organisations must follow to create a culture and environment that is safe for children. These standards aim to prevent, respond to, and report child abuse by requiring organisations to implement policies, procedures, and practices that put children’s safety and well-being first. They were developed in response to inquiries and recommendations from Royal Commissions and aim to drive cultural change within organisations that provide services or facilities for children.  The staff of OLW will be revisiting the standards (one each month).  We will continue to share the standards with our OLW families.
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	MARCH
	Date
	Week 8
	Monday 16/3
	Catholic Education Week 1/2 Excursion to Bundoora Park Year 3 & 5 Reading Naplan Assessment 3 pm - Assembly in the Hall (all welcome!)

	Tuesday 17/3
	St Patrick's Day- Students may wear a touch of green Year 3 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment

	Wednesday 18/3
	Year 5 Conventions of Language NAPLAN Assessment OLW Open Evening for prospective parents (4 - 6 pm)

	Thursday 19/3
	Year 3 & 5 Numeracy NAPLAN Assessment

	Friday 20/3
	Year 6 Leaders to attend St Patrick's Day Catholic Education Week Mass & Concert

	Date
	Week 9
	Monday 23/3
	Year 3 & 5 NAPLAN ends

	Tuesday 24/3
	St John’s Ambulance Incursion (all Year Levels)

	Wednesday 25/3
	District Athletics Carnival

	Friday 27/3
	Cross Country Trials P & F Wrapping Easter Hampers at 2 pm
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	MARCH/APRIL
	Date
	Week 10
	Monday 30/3
	School Closure Day (TheirCare operating today) Parent Teacher Interviews 10 am - 7 pm

	Thursday 2/4
	Easter Liturgy (Hall) 12 pm - all families are welcome to attend Easter Raffle Draw (Hall) at the conclusion of the Easter Liturgy Last Day of Term - Early Finish 1 pm

	Friday 3/4
	Good Friday Public Holiday
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